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NEBULATA AUAVN APYMEBA 3A HOWWHNTE
KOHLIEPTU N POKAUTE B BATAXA

paBHaBaHa ¢ AauchH Kpayc, Auau OpymeBa — egHa om

mankomo uanbaHumeaku Ha 6ayepac B8 ma3u yacm Ha cBema -
omkpuBa amepukaHckama my3suka Ha koHuepm B8 BueHa.
loguHa caeg cb6umuemo u Beye B Bbazapusa ma ocHoBaBa
Lilly of the West, eguHcmBeHama 6Ayzpac epyna B cmpaHama.
CaegBam mpu aanbyma, mypHema 8 EBpona u nbpBo mAcmo Ha
eBponelickua 6ayepac dhbecmuBan EWOB 8 XoaaHgus. pe3s
2000 2. Auau ce mecmu B AoHgoH, pabomu 8 BBC u 3anucBa
anbym ¢ 6pumanckume mysukanmu Poy3su [detBuc u Puk TayHbHg.
Tpu 20guHuU no-kbeHo ce Bpbw,a B Cochuna u npogbarkaBa cbe
3anucume. MocaegHuam U aAbym — 0OCcMU nopeg — u3Au3a
npe3 2007 2., Ho mockeme ga s yyeme Ha »uBo B Hakol om
cochbutickume kay6oBe. 3a gecemuHa 2coguHu Auau, koamo e om
Hemy3ukaAHa cpamuauA u ¢ gunaoma no ukoHomuka, npeBpbwa
xobumo cu B HayuH Ha >kuBom. Ta e Bogew, Bokaa, meHugXbp,
npogyueHm u mekcmonuceu, Ha necHume Ha Lilly of the West;
cBupu Ha kumapa u yuayaka; maHuyBa 6ba2apcku u upaaHgcku
HapogHuU maHuu; Bogu paguo u meAeBusuoHHU npegaBaHus
3a kbHMpu my3auka; nuwe mysukaaHu peBioma; uaeHyBa B
6opgoBeme Ha eBponelickama u cBemoBHama kbHmMpu u 6Ayzpac
acouuauus u no3HaBa Bcuuku xopa B 6paHwa. Te Hes — cbW,O.

Kak ce 3anaau mouno no mazu mysuka?

BuHazu cbM uckana ga 6bga neBuua, npob6Bax pa3AuyHu
>kaHpoBe, HO Bce He Mmu xapecBaxa, gokamo He omugox Ha
koHuepm Ha Emuay Xapuc Bb8 BueHa. Ta cBupewe 6ayepac.
Pazbpax, ye moBa e mosama my3auka. Kynux kumapa u ce Hay4yux
ga cBups. TozaBa »kuBeex 8 ABcmpus, Ho npe3 1996 2. ce BbpHax
B8 bbazapusa u omkpux egHu momuyema, koumo Beye cBupexa
b6ayepac. HanpaBuxme epyna. Ce2za ma3u my3uka e moam
>kuBom.

KakBo mu xapeca 6 cmuaa?

ToBa e aBmeHmu4Ha, cuAHa Mmy3uka — 6Ayzpacbm e
doarkropbm Ha 6eaume amepukaHuu. Kozamo ce 3acenBam

B tookHume wamu, npeceAHuuume om VipaaHgua u AHa2AuA
npeHacam mpaguuuoHHU MeAoguu, koumo ce cBupam
npegumMHo Ha uuzayaka. Tam me ce cmecBam ¢ my3ukama Ha
adppoamepukaHuume. bayzpac e kombuHauusa om upaaHgcka
HapogHa my3uka u 6Ayc. ToBa ca napyema, koumo Bceku 3Hae —
"Oh, Susannah", "Cotton Eye Joe" - gocmambyHO € ga 2u Yyyew
BegHbX, 3a ga 2u 3anoMHuUW.
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SINGER LILLY DRUMEVA ON THE LATENIGHT
CONCERTS AND DRESSES IN THE LUGGAGE

ften compared to Alison Krauss, Lilly Drumeva, who

is one of the few bluegrass singers in this part of
the world, discovered American music at a concert in
Vienna. A year later she formed Lilly of the West, the only
bluegrass band in Bulgaria. They recorded three albums,
toured Europe and won the award of the European World
of Bluegrass (EWOB) Festival in the Netherlands. In 2000,
Lilly moved to London, started work for the BBC and
recorded an album with British musicians Rosie Davis and
Rick Townend. Three years later, she returned to Sofia,
where she continued recording. Her eighth and most
recent album was released in 2007, but you can also hear
her live in Sofia’s clubs. For about a decade, Lilly, who
doesn't have a musical family background and graduated
in economics, has managed to make her hobby her way of
life. She is the the band’s lead singer, manager, producer
and lyricist. She also plays the guitar and the fiddle,
performs Bulgarian and Irish folk dances, hosts radio
and TV country music shows, writes music reviews, is a
member of the boards of the European and international
country and bluegrass associations, and knows everybody
in her field. They know her too.

How exactly did you develop a liking for bluegrass?

| always wanted to be a singer. | tried different genres,
but | didn't like any of them until | went to Emmylou
Harris's concert in Vienna. She played bluegrass amd

| realised it was my kind of music. | bought a guitar

and learned to play it. | lived in Austria at the time, but
returned to Bulgaria in 1996 and discovered several guys
who already played bluegrass. We formed a band. This
music is my life now.

What do you like about this style?

It's authentic and compelling, the folk music of white
Americans. When Irish and English immigrants settled

in the southern states, they brought over their traditional
fiddle tunes, which then got mixed with Afro-American
music. So bluegrass is a basically a blend of Irish folk music
and the blues. There are standards that everybody knows,
like “Oh, Susannah” or “Cotton Eye Joe". You don't need
to listen twice to remember them.
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Cmuasm e MHO20 nonyaspen 6 Yexusa — 3awjo?

[a, mam necHu kamo "Jesse James" u "Oh, Susannah" ce neAm Ha
yewku — moBa ca um necHume 3a AazepHudA o2bH. Moxke 6u npu
couuaausma e 6uno u cpbopma Ha npomecm — Bce nak e 3anagHa
my3uka.

Vma au ny6auka 3a masu my3uka 6 Bsazapus?

[a, Bogsa paguo u meaeBusuoHHo npegaBaHe 3a kbHmpu my3uka u
3HaM, 4e MHO20 Xopa CAywam u ce uHmepecyBam om Hed. BuHazu
uma nybauka u Ha koHuepmume mu ¢ 2pynama. BspHo, ye ugBam
npegumHo YyykgeHuu, HO umMa u MHo2o 6ba2apu, koumo uckam ga
caywam mysuka, koAmo HAMa ga 4yam no paguomo.
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Bluegrass is very popular in the Czech Republic.
Why?

Yes, they sing songs like "Jesse James” and “Oh,
Susannah” in Czech, great for get-togethers. Under
Communism they were probably a sort of protest,
too — it was western music after all.

Is there an audience for this music in Bulgaria?

Yes, | host a radio and TV show about country music
and | know that a lot of people listen and have an
interest in it. Our gigs also attract good audiences.
While many are foreigners, there are many Bulgarians
too — they want to listen to the music they can't hear
on the radio.




KakBo mucauw 3a myzukasnama cuena 6 Bsazapua?

YyBcmBam ce camomHa, HAMa my3ukanmu, koumo ga
cBupam kbHmpu uau 6ayzpac. B bbazapua cmuaoBeme
ca camo gBa —uanza u xeBumembAa. B AHaAusa moxkew ga
omugew B kay6 8 ocem Beyepma, 3a ga 4yew 2pyna ¢
akycmuuHu uHcmpymMeHmu. B Bbazapua noumu Hukol
He cBupu akycmuuHo. He mu xapecBa u moBa, ye B8
kay6oBeme ce cBupu caeg NOAYHOW, — HE 3HaM 3aW,0
2pynume mpabBa ga ca HeEW,0 HOWHO.

KakBo cBupume na konuyepm?

3anoyBame ¢ mpaguuuoHHO upAaHgcko napue ¢

MHO20 pumbM, NOCAE CYuHe, gkas, 6anaga, cmapo
kbHmpu, kbHMpu non napue, 6Ayepac, upaaHgcku
uHcmpymeHmapuym, non. Myauka ce npaBu ¢ mo3bk, He
camMo ¢ maaaHm. Hawuam penepmoap e o2pomeH — ckopo
Ha koHuepm usnsx okoao 50 napyema. [lomHAa cmpawHO
MHo20 mekcmoBe, aparkumenmu, akopgu, kamo gxky6oke
cbm. 3a eguH neBey, Hal-Ba>kHOMO He e ga uma CUAeH
2Aac, a ga uma mexHuka u ga nomHu mekcmoBeme.

What do you think of the Bulgarian music scene?

| feel lonely. there are no musicians who play country or
bluegrass. In Bulgaria, there are only two styles, chalga, or pop
folk, and heavy metal. In Britain, you can go to a club at eight
in the evening to listen to a band playing acoustic, but in this
country there is very little acoustic music. Another thing | don't
like is that Bulgarian clubs don't get started until midnight, and
it makes me wonder why bands are only seen as late night
entertainers.

What do you play in your gigs?

We begin with a rhythmical traditional Irish piece, then move
on to swing, jazz, a ballad, an old country and a pop country
piece, bluegrass, more Irish instrumental music, and pop.

You need brains to make music, not just talent. We have a
huge repertoire: | recently sang about 50 songs at a concert.

| remember loads of lyrics, arrangements and chords, a one-
woman jukebox. What matters most for a singer is not a strong
voice, but technique and a good head for lyrics. &3
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C 2pynama cme 6uau
6 36 cmpanu. Koe e nat-
3anomHawomo ce nsmybBane?

Mpe3 1998 2. HU u3bpaxa ga
cBupum 3a npbB nbm B HewBua
Ha Hal-2oAaemusna coecmuBan

3a 6ayzpac B8 cBema. Kozamo

ce 3aHuUmaBaw c amepukaHcka
my3uka, Hali-eonaMama mu
Meuyma e ga omugew mam, HO
moyHo mozaBa ce nbmyBawe
MH020 mpygHo. Mvaxme makaBa
nokaHa, ye Ha uHmMepBiomo

B8 nocoaAcmBomo me numaxa
kol e Atbbumuam mu bayzpac
neBeu, a He koako napu umam,
kbge we >kuBesn u kakBo pabomu
matika mu. CAeg moBa xoguxme
B8 CbeguHeHUmMe w,amu MHO20
nbmu, Ho moz2aBa 6ewe Hal-
BneyamanaBaw,o.

You have been to 36 different
countries with your band. Which
is the most memorable trip?

In 1998, we were first nominated
to play in Nashville at the biggest
bluegrass festival in the world. This
is the ultimate dream for anyone
playing American music, but back
then it was difficult to go there.
But the first time we made it there
we were invited to the American
embassy and | was asked who

my favourite bluegrass singer was
rather than how much money | had,
where | would stay there or what
my mother’s job was. We returned
to the States several more times,
but that first visit was the most
impressive.
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IIpenopsuatt mpu mecma 6 Csegunenume wjamu.

paguemo OyeHc6bpo B Kenmbku, kbgemo e my3zeam Ha
6Ayepaca. TeHecu, HewBuA — ueHMBbP He camo Ha kbHMpu
my3ukama, a Bbo6we Ha my3aukama B cmpaHama. Tam Bcuuku
ca my3ukaHmu — u wodbopbm Ha makcu, u cepBumbopkama.
MegucbH, YuckoHcuH — yHuBepcumemcku 2pag Ha mpu e3epa
¢ 6o2ama kyamypa u my3sukaaHu kay60Be.

Kak cu nouuBaw?
C xogeHe no naaHUHUMe ¢ naanamka u cnaaeH yyBaa.
C koako 6azack nsmyBaw?

Beue Bcuukume mu nbmyBaHus ca cBbp3aHu ¢ my3aukama,
3amoBa He mpbaBam 6e3 kumapama u HAakoako pokau 3a
cueHa.
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Could you recommend three places in the United States?

The city of Owensboro in Kentucky, where there is
bluegrass museum. Nashville, Tennessee, the centre

not only of country, but of American music in general.
Everybody in Nashville, from taxi drivers to waitresses, is a
musician. And Madison, Wisconsin, a university city around
three lakes with lots of cultural activities and music clubs.

How do you unwind?
By hiking in the mountains with a tent and a sleeping bag.
How much baggage do you travel with?

All my trips are now related to my music, so | never leave
without my guitar and a few dresses for the stage. 21



